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Vwjxnijsy­x 
message 

         June 24, 2025 

Dear Past Shooters, 

 

As we move into summer, the preps for this yearõs Hunt Week are underway with much activity and energy by the One Shot 

Partnership of the Hunt Club, WFWF, Past Shooters Committees, and the Office Team led by Gina.  With the return of license 

availability to the normal allocation, the draw opportunity should be good for this years hunt.  Much appreciation should go to 

Wyoming Game and Fish and the Hunt Club for navigating through the challenges of the last couple years.   

 

As I complete my second and last year as President of the One Shot Past Shooters Club, I am thankful for the support I have 

continuously received from the greater One Shot family.  It is no surprise that the competitive and committed nature of the of 

the One Shot community has responded to every challenge from the COVID rebound to natureõs surprises and come out 

stronger.  Of special note is the high attendance in recent years during Hunt Week.  The loyalty of the membership has not 

waivered. 

 

As I turn the lead of the Past Shooters Club over to Mark in September, the experience of being the Past Shooters President 

has been my high honor.  Thank you and see you in Lander in September!  

 

Take care, 

Dan 
 

2025 one shot hunt teams ²As of June 26, 2025 

Wyoming Team 

Host Governor Mark Gordon 
Court Wold   

Mike Lewis   
 

Western Sportsmen  
Renee Thornton 

Amanda Kott 

TBD 
 

Monterey Mountaineer Men 
Miguel Angel Cagnasso Cantu 

Jose G. Saigado 
Alfredo Valentine Vazquez  

          Gonzalez 

 Team Scarborough 

 Grove Scarborough 
 Paul Frantz 

 KK Jense 
 

 Two Hits & a Miss 
 Armand Brachman 

 Bruce Taher 

 Kevin McLernon 
 
 Long Arms of the Law
 Gilbert Dickey 
 Matt Pociask 

 Will Fawcett 

 

 J-Parade 

 James Rapuzzi 
 Jeffrey W. Evans II 

 Jack  M. Lariviere 
 

 Star Shots 
 Dr. Jim Reilly 

 Justin Gleim 

 Marshall Putzier 
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2024 Water for Wildlife & Past Shooters Club  

Board of Directors, Officers and Administration  

1st Vice President 
J.D. Crouch 

Terry Martin 

Dan Stone 

President, Past Shooters 

J.W. Stamison 

Carl Asbell 

Darin Hubble 

WFW President 

Travis Sweeney 

Secretary/Treasurer 

Puul Fontaine 

Reagan Kott 

Scott Harnsberger John Jackson 

President, OSHC 

Phil McWain 

J.W. Stamison 

Immediate Past President 

Alan Pettersen 

Peter Larsen 

Past Shooters President 

Dan Stone 

Mark Frohnapfel 

1st Vice President 

Rick Fagnant 

Cade Maestas 

Scott Meier 

Wade Alexander 

Jason Turnbow 

2nd VP Secretary/Treasurer 

Rick Enstrom 

Jayson Leyh 

Jason Turnbow 

WFW President 

Phil McWain 

J.D. Crouch 

WFW President 

Travis Sweeney 
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2025 Foo Foo Rah highlights 
WFW 50th 
Anniversary 
ice cream  
social  

Range Day Contests³a 
day shared with the 
White Heart Foundation  

Lander Valley 
Wetland  
preserve  
Willow &  
currant  
planting  

Photo Credit: Nathan Shoutis 
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]~trnsl­x&Mjrx@& 
Restoring Mesic Habitats  

M ·ëÅ¯ Ä£®Åñ£ñë £ç· ³·ĉÖ·³
£ë £ç·£ë þÅñÄÅÖ ñÄ· Ð£Ö³ǅ

ë¯£ä· ñÄ£ñ Ä£ý· ÕÛç· ÕÛÅëñõç·
£ý£ÅÐ£®ÅÐÅñĀ ñÄçÛõÁÄÛõñ ñÄ·
ÁçÛþÅÖÁ ë·£ëÛÖƭ jÄ·Ā £ç· ñÄ·
Á·ÕëǃñÄ· Å¯·-¯ç·£Õ ä£ñ¯Ä·ë
ǃÅÖ ñÄ· Ä£®Åñ£ñ þÛçÐ³ ñÄ£ñ ÛÀǅ
À·ç £ ëä·¯Å£Ð äÛ¯Î·ñ ÛÀ ç·ǅ
ëÛõç¯·ë ñÛ £Ö £®õÖ³£Ö¯· ÛÀ
þÅÐ³ÐÅÀ·ƭ jÄ·Ā Õ£Ā ÛÀÀ·ç þ£ñ·çƨ
ÄÅÁÄ-æõ£ÐÅñĀ ÀÛÛ³ £Ö³ ä·çÄ£äë
£ ÐÅññÐ· ëÄ£³·ƭ jÄ·Ā ¯£Ö ®·
ëÕ£ÐÐƨ ÐÅÎ· £ ñÅÖĀ Û£ëÅë ÀçÛÕ £
ëäçÅÖÁ ëõççÛõÖ³·³ ®Ā ÄÅÁÄ-
£ÐñÅñõ³· ³·ë·çñƨ Ûç çÅ®®ÛÖÅÖÁ
ÀÛç ÕÅÐ·ë £ÐÛÖÁ £ ³ç£ÅÖ£Á· ÅÖ
ñÄ· ë£Á·®çõëÄ ëñ·ää·ƭ  
 
Archery elk hunters know them as 
wallows to stalk on their early-
morning hunts. Children, and maybe 
even adults who are fun, know them 
as the best places to find frogs. Even 
the areas not associated with stand-
ing water might be where one finds 
their favorite flowers or takes their 
lunch on a hot summer day afield. 
Making up less than 2 percent of the 
landscape in Wyoming, these areas 
are prioritized for conservation by 
managers because they are a lynchpin 
in the life cycle for many wildlife 
species.  
Mesic areas may be around springs, 
wet meadows, along creeks and 
streams and near irrigated fields. 
These areas are often associated with 
a higher abundance and more diverse 
vegetation than surrounding uplands. 
For example, they may have a higher 

number of forb species, which are 
flowering plants, and grasses. De-
pending on the area, they may have 
more woody species of shrubs or 
trees. These areas are most noticea-
ble in late summer when the heat 
and lack of moisture have dried the 
top layers of soil and the vegetation 
begins to halt its growth and turn 
brown. Mesic areas often remain vis-
ibly green during these times and 
become increasingly important to 
many species of wildlife during late 
summer, early fall and in droughty 
years. Sage-grouse is one example of 
a species that may be limited by the 
availability of mesic habitats. Biolo-
gists typically refer to mesic-area use 
by sage-grouse as brood-rearing hab-
itat because sage-grouse hens often 
seek the abundant forbs and insects 
available in these areas for their 

chicks.  
Mesic areas typically make up a small 
portion of the landscape, making 
them important to protect and pre-
serve for wildlife. Unfortunately, 
these areas are often in degraded 
condition and do not function opti-
mally. This means they become drier 
over time and no longer support the 
vegetation or wildlife that they could 
under better circumstances. These 
declines may be caused by over-use 
by wildlife or livestock, infrastructure 
and human-caused changes that in-
fluence water movements, climate 
change, and natural or unnatural dis-
turbances such as floods, fires or de-
velopment. As a result of these issues 
and changes, soil often begins to 
erode, which results in less moisture 
being held, and in turn, creates unde-
sirable changes to vegetation com-

Zuni bowl keeps water on the landscape and improves habitat for wildlife. (Photo by Troy Fieseler/
WYGFD) 

By Willow Bish 
Reproduced with permission 

WGFD 
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munities that have negative impacts 
on the value of the area to wildlife.  
Declining health in mesic areas is 
something that may be difficult to 
see. Many of these systems have 
been in poor or declining condition 
for most of our lives, so it can be 
difficult to discern healthy from non
-healthy habitats. Managers working 
to address these declines look to a 

few indicators as they examine land-

scapes. 
Headcuts are one indicator. These 
are erosional features where vegeta-
tion has been lost, exposing bare soil 
to even more erosion. Headcutting 
causes an abrupt change in the eleva-
tion of the area. The headcut will 
continue to progress, resulting in 
more erosion, less water-holding ca-
pacity and loss of the mesic habitat 
until it is healed or cannot travel any 
further. 
Channelization is another feature 
managers look for. In many healthy 
landscapes with mesic areas, precipi-
tation and water flow are received 
and water can be distributed across 
the area somewhat evenly. But when 
channels begin to form, water quick-
ly collects in them and is moved out 
of the area too quickly. Channeliza-
tion often occurs between headcuts 
and these issues compound each 
other. These erosional features are 
widespread and in many places, are 
increasing across the landscape. 
The number of these features, and 
the amount of area they negatively 
impact, is staggering and costly to 
address. In response, managers have 
sought tools to begin to repair and 
improve mesic areas. Wyoming is 
learning how to address these issues 
and is working to adapt low-tech 
tools developed in other areas to our 
landscape. 
 
Going low 
Low-tech structures are designs that 
can be implemented without engi-

neering. Projects that require engi-
neering are often extremely costly, 
and each area that receives such 
work must be a high priority in order 
to justify the expenses. There are 
limits to how many engineered pro-
jects conservation partners can ac-
complish. Low-tech projects, which 
are still prioritized within the land-
scape, can be implemented more 
quickly and efficiently than engi-
neered projects and are appropriate 
for a variety of erosional issues to a 
certain point. For example, headcuts 
that are deeper than 4 feet typically 
require engineering and heavy equip-
ment and are not appropriate for 
low-tech designs.  
Low-tech erosion control structures 
are commonly referred to as Zeedyk 
structures, named after Bill Zeedyk 
who developed numerous low-tech 
restoration designs and trained and 
motivated many entities and individ-
uals in the art and science of habitat 
restoration. Zeedyk structures are 
typically hand-built and are made of 
natural materials like rock or wood 
intended to restore mesic areas from 
head-cutting and channelization. The 
structures and techniques work by 
slowing and dispersing water and 
capturing sediments. Over time, and 

with the implementation of enough 
structures, mesic areas begin to heal 
from erosion, rebuild soil and water-
holding capacity and vegetation 
communities are restored.  
 
Goals 
There are a variety of different struc-
tures that can be used to accomplish 
restoration goals. But the basic prin-
ciples of this work are relatively sim-
ple. The first goal is to protect intact 
mesic areas by halting headcuts that 
threaten to move into and degrade 
existing mesic habitats. This is done 
by òarmoring upó the exposed soil 
on the headcuts with hard materials 
like rocks or logs to prevent further 
erosion. Soil begins to accumulate in 
the cracks between materials, fol-
lowed by vegetation which begins to 
enable the area to hold itself togeth-
er over time. 
The next goal is to actively build me-
sic areas back up by addressing 
channelization or identifying areas 
where water can spread out more 
effectively. This is done with small-
grade control structures across the 
landscape. These structures are built 
across channels or areas where man-
agers want to spread and slow water. 
These structures also build soil 
depth, which facilitates greater water
-holding capacity and more abun-
dant and diverse vegetation. These 
structures are often implemented 
together, reinforcing and enhancing 
the effects. Typically it takes many 
structures and more than one round 
of implementation in an area to ad-
dress concerns.  
 
Challenges 
One of the challenges Wyoming 
managers face when working to 
bring these techniques to local land-
scapes is the differences in materials 
that were used to develop the tech-
niques and the availability of those 
materials in proximity to priority res-

A headcut meadow like this is an indica-
tor of the declining health in mesic areas. 
(Photo by Willow Bish/WGFD) 


